THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Law No. …/2005/QH11

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, XIth TERM, 8th SESSION

(From date… month… to  date… month… year)

LAW ON YOUTHS

Pursuant to the 1992 Constitution of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, which was amended and supplemented under Resolution No. 51/2001/QH10 of December 25, 2001 of the Xth National Assembly, the 10th session;

This Law provides for youths.

Chapter I

GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1. Youths

Youths provided for in this Law are Vietnamese citizens aged between sixteen years and thirty years.

Article 2.  Scope and subjects of regulation

1. This Law provides for rights and obligations of youths; responsibilities of the State, families and society towards youths; youth organizations.

2. This Law applies to state agencies, political organizations, socio-political organizations, social organizations, socio-professional organizations, economic organizations, non-business units, people’s armed force units and citizens of Vietnam (hereinafter collectively referred to as agencies, organizations and individuals), foreign organizations operating, foreigners and overseas Vietnamese residing in the territory of Vietnam; where treaties which the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has signed or acceded to contain different provisions, the provisions of such treaties shall apply.

Article 3.- Rights and obligations of youths 

1. Youths have civil rights and obligations provided for in the Constitution and laws and have rights and obligations provided for by this Law. 

2. Youths, regardless of their ethnicity, sex, social status, belief, religion, and position, educational level and occupation, shall all be respected and be equal in their rights and obligations.

Article 4. Responsibilities of the State, families and society towards youths

1. Youths constitute a large and powerful social force with great potentials, playing the pioneering role in the cause of national construction and defense. To train, foster and promote youths is the responsibility of the State, families and society.  

2. The State shall adopt policies to create conditions for youths to study, work, entertain, physically and mentally develop, foster their ethics, train themselves in national traditions, civil consciousness, and the will to strive towards the objective of a prosperous people, a strong country, and an equitable, democratic and civilized society.

3. The State encourages families, agencies, organizations and individuals to make active contributions to caring for, training, fostering and promoting youths.

Article 5. State management of youth work

1. Contents of state management of youth work: 

a/ Promulgating, and organizing the implementation of, legal documents, strategies, policies and programs on youth development and youth work;

b/ Training, fostering and building a contingent of cadres for youth work;

c/ Inspecting, supervising, settling complaints and denunciations relating to, and handling violations in, the implementation of policies and law on youths and youth work;

d/ Managing activities of international cooperation on youth work.

2. State management responsibilities for youth work:  

a/ The Government performs the unified state management of youth work;

b/ Ministries and ministerial-level agencies shall perform the function of state management of youth work according to the Government’s assignment;

c/ People’s Committees at all levels shall perform the state management of youth work in their localities according to the Government’s decentralization.

Article 6. International cooperation on youth work

1. International cooperation on youth work with other countries and international organizations shall comply with the principles of equality, respect for sovereignty and compliance with  the laws of each country and international practices.

2. Contents of international cooperation on youth work:

a/ Formulating and implementing programs and projects for international cooperation on youth work;

b/ Participating in international organizations, signing, acceding to and implementing treaties on youth work;
c/ Holding youth meetings, exchanging information and experience on youth work. 

Article 7.- Prohibited acts

1. Youths are forbidden to commit the following acts:

a/ Transporting, purchasing, selling, stockpiling and using narcotics and other addictive substances;

b/ Being involved in prostitution, gambling or participating in other social evils;

c/ Purchasing, selling, stockpiling and use cultural publications containing harmful contents;

d/ Disturbing public order.

2. Organizations and individuals are forbidden to induce and compel youths to commit acts specified in Clause 1 of this Article. 

Chapter II

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF YOUTHS

Article 8.- Rights and obligations of youths in study

1. To be entitled to study and enjoy equality in learning opportunities.

2. To actively learn so as to complete the education universalization program and strive to learn at a higher level; constantly study to raise their educational level, professional qualifications and job skills; participate in building a cultured school environment; be honest in learning;

3. To take the pioneering role in implementing education and training development programs, building a learning society.

Article 9. Rights and obligations of youths in labor 

1. To work in order to establish their position and career in life, get rich in a legitimate way, contributing to building the country.

2. To take initiative in accessing labor market information; select their occupations, jobs, working places suitable to their capabilities and the society's demands.

3. To train themselves in industrial working styles and management capacity and skills,  abide by labor discipline; bring into play their innovations and technical improvements; raise their professional skills to meet the requirements of scientific and technological  development.

4. To play the pioneering role in implementing socio-economic development programs  in regions with difficult or extremely difficult socio-economic conditions.

Article 10. Rights and obligations of youths in national defense 

1. To defend the Fatherland is a sacred obligation as well as a noble right of youths.

2. To be trained under the defense education program; perform the military obligation and join armed forces according to the provisions of law.

3. To participate in building a national defense of all the people; preserve State secrets; play the pioneering role in combating all acts that infringe upon national security and social order and safety.

Article 11. Rights and obligations of youths in scientific, technological, natural resource and environmental protection activities

1. To be entitled to conduct scientific and technological research and application of technical advances to production and life.

2. To be honest and cooperative in scientific and technological research.

3. To participate in activities of  protecting the environment, rationally use natural resources; fight against acts of destroying natural resources and the environment.

Article 12.- Rights and obligations of youths in cultural, artistic, entertainment and leisure activities 

1. To be entitled to participate in healthy cultural, artistic, tourist, entertainment and leisure activities.

2. To constantly train themselves in ethics, cultured manners and behaviors; practice civilized ways of living.

3. To preserve and promote the nation’s cultural traits, protect cultural heritage sites; actively participate in building a cultured community life.

Article 13. Rights and obligations of youths in health protection, physical training and sports activities

1. To be entitled to have their health protected and cared for and be provided with guidance on health improvement, healthy living skills and disease prevention. 

2. To be entitled to care for their physical development, actively participate in  physical training and sport activities.

3. To participate in preventing and combating HIV/AIDS, drug and other social evils.

Article 14. Rights and obligations of youths in marriage and family

1. To be educated in knowledge about marriage and family; implement voluntary, progressive, monogamous and equal marriage to build happy families.

2. To preserve and promote fine traditions of Vietnamese families; respect their grandparents, parents and elderly people, care for and educate children in their families.

3. To be exemplary in observing law on marriage and family, population and family planning.

Article 15. Rights and obligations of youths in State and society management

1. To raise their civil consciousness and sense of observance of law, contributing to building a law-governed state.

2. To be nominated to and stand for elections to the National Assembly and People’s Councils at all levels according to the provisions of law; express their opinions, aspirations and recommendations to agencies and organizations regarding matters of their concern; contribute their opinions on the formulation of policies and laws relating to youths.

3. To participate in popularizing and mobilizing the people to implement State policies and laws.

Chapter III

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STATE, FAMILIES AND SOCIETY TOWARDS YOUTHS
Article 16. In study and scientific and technological activities

1.  The State shall adopt policies to create conditions for youths to complete the education universalization program; learn job skills, provide them with  opportunities to pursue education at a higher level; exempt or reduce school fees, grant scholarships and credits for youths to study; provide textbooks and financial supports for youths of poor households to complete the education universalization program; create conditions for youths to participate in scientific and technological activities and application of technical advances to production and life, support them to realize their innovative ideas in scientific and technological activities; encourage organizations and individuals to make contributions to helping youths in study and scientific research.

2. Schools shall be responsible for providing youths with comprehensive education in ethics, knowledge, physical strength and aesthetics; and vocational education; and for   raising their self-taught capability, practicing skills and scientific methods of thinking.

3. Families shall be responsible for taking care of youths so that they study and develop their talents; coordinating with schools and society in educating them in correct learning attitudes, training them in the order and rules of learning, and providing them with vocational orientations.   

Article 17. In labor 

1.   The State shall adopt policies on investment in and encouraging organizations and individuals to participate in creating jobs for youths, give tax, credit and land preferences for  developing vocational education to meet youths’ diversified needs for job learning; develop a system of counseling service establishments to help youth have access to the labor market; prioritize job training and creation of jobs for youths in rural areas, youths who have fulfilled the military obligation and young volunteers who have participated in implementing socio-economic development programs or projects; and lend youths of poor households capital from the employment fund or the poverty reduction fund as well as preferential credit capital for developing production, business and services on the basis of self-employment.

2. The State shall implement mechanisms and policies to assign youth organizations to mobilize youths to implement socio-economic development programs and projects in regions with difficult or particularly difficult socio-economic conditions and other programs and projects so that youths have conditions for developing, training themselves and establishing their own position and career in life.  

3. The State shall implement preferential tax, credit and land policies to encourage enterprises to build houses for their young laborers; organizations and individuals to build houses for lease or sale to youths under an installment payment scheme for a reasonable period of time and at reasonable prices in places where there are many young laborers.

4. Families shall have to educate youths in the sense of labor, respect their choice of professions or jobs, and create conditions for them to have jobs.

Article 18. In cultural, art, recreation and entertainment activities   

1. The State shall adopt policies to develop, and encourage organizations and individuals to invest in building, cultural, art, recreation and entertainment facilities in response to cultural and spiritual needs of youths; support youths in creative cultural and art activities; create conditions for youths to preserve and promote the traditional values of the nation and absorb the cultural values   of mankind.

2. People’s Committees at all levels shall be responsible for building  cultural, art, recreation and entertainment facilities for youths.

Cultural, art, recreation and entertainment facilities reserved for youths must not be used for other purposes, thereby affecting the interests of youths. 

3. Families shall be responsible for providing personality education and building a cultured way of living for youths, guiding them to prevent and combat social evils.

Article 19. In health protection and physical training and sport activities

1. The State shall adopt policies to invest in and encourage organizations and individuals to participate in building medical establishments and physical training and sport establishments; raise the quality of healthcare services for youths, provide them with counseling on nutrition, mental health, reproductive health, skills of living, and prevention of drugs, HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases and social diseases.

2. Families shall be responsible for taking care of youths to improve their health and ensure their physical development, encourage youths to do physical exercise, play sports and practice a hygienic and healthy way of living.

3. Youth organizations shall have the responsibility to mobilize youths not to become addicted to alcohol, not to be drunk and not to smoke cigarettes in public places. 

Article 20. In marriage and family

1. Families shall be responsible for respecting youths’ rights in marriage and family; educating youths in friendship, love and necessary skills so that they can organize their family life.

2. The State shall adopt policies to encourage organizations and individuals to participate in developing love, marriage, family and family planning counseling activities for youths

3. The Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union and other youth organizations shall coordinate with schools and families popularizing among youths and mobilizing them to implement progressive marriages and build happy families.

Article 21. In state and society management

1. The State shall adopt policies on planning, training, fostering and employing youths in order to build a contingent of young managers and leaders; create conditions for youths to participate in the management of the state and society.

3. Agencies and organizations, before making decision on guidelines and policies concerning youths, shall have to gather opinions of youths directly or through youths organizations.

2.  The Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union and other youth organizations shall be responsible for studying youths’ needs and aspirations so as to propose state agencies to deal with these needs and aspirations and create conditions for youths to  develop.  

Article 22. State policies towards ethnic minority youths

1. To Improve the quality of education at boarding and semi-boarding general education schools and pre-university schools for ethnic minority people; create conditions for ethnic minority youths in regions with particularly difficult socio-economic conditions to have learning opportunities and access to information; implement policies on selection for school enrolment. exemption from school fee, provision of textbooks and other preferential policies in accordance with the provisions of law.

2. To encourage and support ethnic minority youths to preserve and promote cultural identities of their ethnicity, adopt a civilized way of living, and fight backward customs and habits. 

3. To give priority to them in having vocational training and employment, and borrowing loans for production development and application of technical advances to production and life;  bring into full play their dynamism in productive labor in order to improve the living quality.

4. To train and foster eminent ethnic minority youths so as to create a source of  managers and leaders.

Article 23. State policies towards young volunteers

1. The State shall implement mechanisms and policies to promote the pioneering role of young volunteers in implementing programs and projects for socio-economic development in difficult regions or domains and performing other urgent tasks of the State; ensure conditions for young volunteers to accomplish their assigned tasks. 

2.  The State shall adopt the following policies towards leaders and members of young volunteers’ teams:

a/ To exempt them from performing the public labor obligation; those who are  working in areas with difficult or particularly difficult socio-economic conditions will be temporally postponed to be called into the army in peacetime;

b/ Those who die or are wounded while performing their tasks shall be considered and recognized as war martyrs or to enjoy policies and entitlements similar to war invalids;

c/ To provide them with conditions to study and raise their educational level and professional qualifications and skills, and to participate in cultural, art, recreation, entertainment, physical training, sport and health protection activities; those who have accomplished their tasks shall be prioritized to have employment. 

Article 24. State policies towards talented youths

1. To develop mechanisms and policies to discover, train, foster and use gifted youths and youths who have made outstanding achievements in their study, scientific and technological, labor, production, business activities or in the domains of security, defense, culture, arts, sports or physical training so as to turn them into talented persons.  

2. To honor and create conditions for talented youths to develop their talents and work so as to bring into play their abilities to make contributions to the country.

Article 25.- State policies towards youths with handicaps or disabilities; youths living with HIV/AIDS, youths following drug rehabilitation or reformation 

1. To develop policies to enable youths with handicaps, youths with disabilities to have general education, learn job skills, and have employment; enjoy healthcare services, study at public educational establishments at reduced school fees or free of charge; have medical examination and treatment at State-run medical establishments at reduced charges or free of charge; and participate in social, cultural and sport activities;

3. To create conditions for youths living with HIV/AIDS, youths following drug detoxification or reformation to have medical treatment and care, rehabilitate their health, have general education, learn job skills and have jobs, thereby getting rid of inferior feelings and striving for community integration.

Youths living with HIV/AIDS who have nobody to rely on or whose families are too poor to take care of them shall be taken care of at establishments set up by the State, organizations or individuals according to the provisions of law.

3. To encourage agencies, organizations, families and individuals to participate in caring for and helping youths with handicaps or disabilities; youths living with HIV/AIDS, youths following drug rehabilitation or reformation to integrate into their communities. 

CHAPTER IV

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STATE, FAMILIES AND SOCIETY FOR PROTECTING AND FOSTERING YOUTHS BETWEEN SIXTEEN YEARS AND UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS

Article 26. Responsibilities of the State  

1. To develop policies to guarantee that youths between sixteen and under eighteen years complete the education universalization program, be provided with conditions to have job training and select jobs, play and have entertainment, and participate in cultural, art, physical training and sport activities suitable to their ability and age; visit historical, cultural and revolutionary museums and relics free of charge or at reduced entrance fees.

2. To protect youths between sixteen and under eighteen years from sexual abuse and labor abuse. 

3. To implement separate criminal, administrative and civil policies in accordance with the provisions of law in order to protect and create favorable conditions for youths between sixteen years and under eighteen years to develop in a healthy manner.

Article 27. Responsibilities of families 

1. To take care of, protect, foster and create conditions for youths between sixteen years and under eighteen years to complete the education universalization program, learn job skills, have vocational guidance, play, have entertainment and participate in cultural, art, physical training and sport activities suitable to their age. 

5. Parents and other adult family members shall have to build prosperous and happy families, create a sound environment for the comprehensive personality development of youths between sixteen years and under eighteen years.

3. To be responsible for managing and educating youths between 16 and under 18 years so that they will not drop out of school, leave their houses to lead a street life, not smoke cigarettes and drink alcohol and other drinks with an alcoholic content of 14% or higher, will prevent and combat social evils and will not violate law.

Article 28. Responsibilities of schools

1. To build an educational environment which is sound and friendly between teachers and students, creating conditions for youths aged between 16 and under 18 years to passionately study, seek for new knowledge and actively train themselves in ethics and lifestyle.

2. To raise the quality of implementation of the physical and aesthetic education program; provide guidance on healthcare, reproductive health, friendship, love, skills of preventing school diseases and social evils for youths between sixteen and under eighteen years.

3. To coordinate with agencies, organizations and families in facilitating students to participate in cultural, art, recreation and entertainment and other extra-curricular activities.

Article 29. Application of the International Convention on Child Rights to youths between sixteen and eighteen years

The State shall implement the International Convention on Child Rights which the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has ratified and apply it to youths between sixteen and under eighteen years in conformity with the conditions of Vietnam.  

Chapter V

YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS

Article 30. Youth organizations

1. Youth organizations are voluntary organizations of youths, aiming to unite and rally  youths, protect legitimate rights and interests of youths; promote the role of youths in building and protecting the socialist Fatherland of Vietnam. 

2. Youth organizations include the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union, the Vietnam Youth Federation, the Vietnam Students’ Association and other youth organizations established and operating under their statutes and within the framework of the Constitution and laws.

Article 31. The Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union

The Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union is a socio-political organization of Vietnamese youths, playing the key role in youth movements and other organizations of Vietnamese youths.

Chapter VI

IMPLEMENTATION PROVISIONS
Article 32. Implementation effect

This Law takes effect as from July 1, 2006. 

Article 33. Implementation guidance

The Government shall detail and guide the implementation of this Law

This Law was passed on November 28, 2005 & effective on July 1st, 2006 by the XIth National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam at its 8th session.






Chairman of the National Assembly 
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